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Global Aquaculture Production (includes plants)
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Global Aquaculture Production

Rest of World
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Fish is the most  valuable (net) exported agricultural 
commodity from developing countries

Net exports of selected agricultural commodities by developing countries
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Aquaculture still is the fastest growing food 
producing sector in the world.

Aquaculture now accounts for almost 50% of the 
global food fish.

In 2006 51.7 million tonnes of aquatic animals 
worth USD 78.8 billion were produced globally.

Given the projected population growth, an 
additional 40 million tonnes of aquatic food will be 
required by 2030, at least to maintain the current 
per caput consumption.
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Major ConcernsMajor Concerns
Environmental sustainabilityEnvironmental sustainability

How aquaculture ensures environmental 
sustainability?

Social equitySocial equity

How aquaculture delivers significant social 
benefits? 

Safety and health of the consumerSafety and health of the consumer

How aquaculture maintains food safety?
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COFICOFI--SCA IIISCA III
Was mindful that currently, many non-governmental 
certification schemes have resulted in higher costs 
for producers without delivering significant price 
benefits to small-scale producers and expressed 
concern that the costs of such schemes were 
disadvantageous to small-scale producers. 

Commented that the emergence of a wide range of 
certification schemes and accreditation bodies was 
creating confusion amongst producers and 
consumers alike. 
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COFICOFI--SCA IIISCA III
Stated that there was a need for more globally 
accepted guidelines, which could provide more 
guidance and serve as a basis for improved 
harmonization and facilitate mutual recognition and 
equivalence of such certification schemes. 

Requested FAO to convene Expert Workshops and 
encouraged FAO to play a lead role in facilitating 
the development of guidelines which could be 
considered when national and regional aquaculture 
certification guidelines are developed. 
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COFICOFI--SCA IIISCA III
Several members of the Sub-Committee and the Network 
of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA) – an intre-
governmental organization representing over 90 percent 
of the global aquaculture production - offered to 
cooperate at the national, regional and international 
levels, and requested FAO to provide a platform for such 
collaboration.

The Sub-Committee also requested the establishment of 
an expert group to review the certification of shrimp 
farming systems. 
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Evolution of  global norms for  responsible 
aquaculture

The FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries
A voluntary code,  globally endorsed
Article 9  covers “Aquaculture Development”
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International International 
Principles for Principles for 
Responsible Responsible 

Shrimp FarmingShrimp Farming
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Development of  international Shrimp Principles

The Consortium on Shrimp Farming and the 
Environment was formed in 1999. Members are:

FAO, NACA (Network of Aquaculture Centers in 
Asia-Pacific), WWF, World Bank, UNEP (Joined in 
2004)

The objective of this global program was to 
identify issues around shrimp farming and broadly 
advise on better management practices (BMP) of 
the shrimp farming sector

An  outcome of this was a voluntary set of 
principles for better management of the shrimp 
sector
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International Principles for Shrimp Farming

Main Principles 

Principle 1: Site selection
Principle 2: Pond design
Principle 3: Water management
Principle 4 Brood stock management
Principle 5: Feed management
Principle 6: Health management
Principle 7: Food safety
Principle 8: Social Equity
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International International 
Ecolabelling Ecolabelling 
GuidelinesGuidelines
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Schemes for aquaculture &  fisheries 
certification

Proliferation of schemes
National
Regional
International

Increasing costs
Lack of equivalence arrangements
No attention to small-scale farmers
Mix and confusion about voluntary and 
mandatory requirements
Many of the issues and challenges are 
interlinked!!
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Development of International Guidelines for 
Certification of Aquaculture

Why International guidelines?
Create an “level playing field” and involve all producers (focus on 
small-scale farmers)
Ensure participation of “less vocal” stakeholders
Increasing number of certification schemes makes it difficult for 
consumers and producers to choose the right scheme
Several different approaches to certification

Increasing consumer awareness (both in developed country 
markets and new developed/developing countries

Willingness to pay for certified products
Risk of  losing credibility  by  bad schemes or “failing to live up to 
expectations”



Consultative Workshop on Developing
FAO Guidelines for Aquaculture Certification

29-30 May 2008
Hotel Crowne Plaza, Silver Spring, MD, USA

Development of International Guidelines for 
Certification of Aquaculture – The Process

COFI/AQ/III – 8-12 September 2006 – New Delhi, India
FAO/NACA Secretariat – January 2007
Advisory Group – January 2007
E-mail recipient list – January 2007
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Development of International Guidelines for 
Certification of Aquaculture – The Process

Website – January 
2007
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Development of International Guidelines for 
Certification of Aquaculture – The Process

Bangkok Workshop –
February 2007
Various thematic 
reviews and case 
studies
Guidelines - Draft 1
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Development of International Guidelines for 
Certification of Aquaculture – The Process

Fortaleza Workshop –
September 2007
Further thematic 
reviews and case 
studies 
Guidelines Draft 2



Consultative Workshop on Developing
FAO Guidelines for Aquaculture Certification

29-30 May 2008
Hotel Crowne Plaza, Silver Spring, MD, USA

Development of International Guidelines for 
Certification of Aquaculture – The Process

India meeting – November 2007
Study on certification and small-
scale aquaculture
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Development of International Guidelines for 
Certification of Aquaculture – The Process

London meeting –
February 2008
Guidelines Draft 3
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Development of International Guidelines for 
Certification of Aquaculture – The Process

Beijing meeting –
May 2008 
Guidelines Draft 4
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Development of International Guidelines for 
Certification of Aquaculture – The Process

Silver Spring, Washington DC Workshop – May 2008
Guidelines Draft 5
COFI/AQ/IV – 6-10 October 2007 – Puerta Varas, Chile



Consultative Workshop on Developing
FAO Guidelines for Aquaculture Certification

29-30 May 2008
Hotel Crowne Plaza, Silver Spring, MD, USA

Aquaculture Guidelines - Scope
Guidelines should set forth the minimum substantive 
requirements and criteria for granting a certificate 
(certification) of an aquaculture system, practice, or a 
product.

Guidelines should “guide” the process of establishing and 
implementing credible and robust aquaculture certification 
schemes.
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Purpose of the Workshop
Particularly to gather the views and opinions of the North 
American stakeholders involved in aquaculture production, 
certification and trade in aquaculture products to continue 
the process of preparing the international guidelines for 
certification of aquaculture in compliance with the COFI-
SCA’s mandate. 

Review the latest version of the draft Aquaculture 
Certification Guidelines.
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Thank You!
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www.enaca.org/certification

www.fao.org/fi/cofi


