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ASian European Meeting

China
Japan
India
Pakistan
Mongolia

“… an informal process of dialogue and 
cooperation, based on equal partnership and 
enhancing mutual understanding …”
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WHAT IS ASEM?

ASEAN

EU

USA
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WHAT IS ASEM?
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• Work out an action-oriented agenda for scientific 
co-operation towards sustainable aquaculture

• Identify key areas of societal concern (food 
quality, environmental sustainablity & social 
equitability) organised around 6 thematic issues

Formulate recommendations on:
• Diseases & Health management
• Environment & Ecosystem preservation 
• Domestication & Breeding
• Education & Training 
• Food safety, Trade & Regulatory aspects
• Food security

1996, Bangkok: ASEM inauguration summit

1999, Beijing: Meeting of Ministers of 
Science & Technology

2002, Beijing: Aquachallenge Workshop

• Shape future science & technology 
cooperation

• Identify priority areas: - forestry
- water management
- clean production
- AQUACULTURE

2003, Belgium: ASEM Aquaculture Platform

MILESTONES

• Translate recommendations into activities
• Engage a dialogue with end-users

2007, Belgium: ASEM Aquaculture Platform



Introducing the ASEM Aquaculture Platform

slide 5 of 7

The ASEM Aquaculture Platform is: “… a multi-stakeholder platform for 
activities related to sustainable aquaculture between ASEM 
member countries.”

THE PROJECT CONTENT 

• scientists
• traders
• producers
• policy-makers
• consumers

• Build and manage a platform
• Expert workshops → recommendations
• Facilitate new partnerships

• Management committee (5)

• Steering committee (8)

• Platform members: • 33 universities & research institutes
• 10 governmental & inter-governmental organisations
• 8 non-governmental organisations
• 10 companies
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cultural gap

CROSS-CULTURAL COMMUNICATION 

language gap

Communication etiquette



• ASEM Aquaculture Platform: www.asemaquaculture.org
• ASEM on the EC: europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/asem/intro

www.aseminfoboard.org
• AquaChallenge: www.aquachallenge.org

Useful links:Useful links:

Contact us:Contact us:
Patrick Sorgeloos, Jean Dhont

Laboratory of Aquaculture & Artemia Reference Center
Ghent University
Rozier, 44
9000 Gent, Belgium
tel: + 32 9 264.37.54
fax: + 32 9 264.41.93
e-mail: asemaquaculture@UGent.be

http://www.asemaquaculture.org/
http://www.aseminfoboard.org/
http://www.aquachallenge.org/

