Tsunami media update; week of February 07, 2005

Note: This is a weekly summary of media reports concerning damage to aquaculture, aquatic livelihoods of coastal communities and related issues, gathered for the purpose of preparing a regional assessment to aid medium- to long-term rehabilitation of affected areas. It is not intended as a comprehensive summary of media reports, nor is it a summary of general damage. The content does not necessarily reflect the views of the NACA organization. 
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Maldives

The Financial Times Limited; February 8, 2005 Tuesday

HEADLINE:  Maldives government puts islands up for adoption

The government of the Maldives, the island archipelago in the Indian Ocean, today will invite foreign businesses to "adopt" any of its 22 islands that were worst affected by the tsunami disaster in December.

Today's exercise aims to persuade businesses to pay for the costs of rehabilitating and rehousing the 12,000 people made homeless by the disaster. "The international community thinks the island paradise escaped harm because of the low death toll," said Moez Doraid of the United Nations Development Fund, which is helping the Maldives with its "Adopt an Island" bidding. In the auction, private investors in the Maldives can pay between Dollars 90,000 (Euros 70,500, Pounds 48,400) and Dollars 3m to reconstruct the worst- affected islands. In return they can publicise their philanthropy. "In addition to 'the adopt an island' initi-ative, the best assistance would be a revival in the tourist numbers," said one official. * Margareta Wahlstrom, United Nations deputy emergency relief co-ordinator, said yesterday governments had pledged to fund more than Dollars 900m of the Dollars 977m requested by the UN last month for emergency tsunami relief, Frances Williams reports from Geneva. The funds raised will also be used to relocate homeless people to less vulnerable islands. Some Maldivans live on highly exposed atolls.

Malaysia

BERNAMA (Malaysian National News Agency); January 24, 2005, Monday

HEADLINE: FORMULA FOR FAIR DISBURSEMENT OF AID TO TSUNAMI-HIT FISHERMEN

The Agriculture and Agro-based Industry Ministry will draw up a formula for fair disbursement of aid to fishermen, fish breeders and farmers whose livelihood has been affected by the tsunami disaster. Speaking to reporters after briefing fishermen and visiting LKIM's Kuala Muda Mini Complex here today, he said one of the proposals was to give out cash to the fishermen as well as to repay loans extended by LKIM for boat repairs and fishing net purchases. Muhyiddin said the money collected would not be used by the government but would be disbursed to all tsunami victims, including fishermen, to help ease their burden.

He said 66 companies had been appointed to supply boats and engines to replace 3,651 damaged boats and to buy 1,500 new fishing nets to replace the damaged ones. On 107 fishermen's jetties nationwide that had been damaged, he said the LKIM would rebuild 32 of them complete with various facilities, including fishermen's huts. Muhyiddin said the jetties and fishermen's huts were expected to be completely rebuilt by June with an estimated total cost of RM7 million channelled from the National Security Division (NSD).

He said the National Disaster Management and Relief Committee also decided that the NSD pay RM26 million to caged fish breeders affected by the disaster. He said the fish breeders would get an aid of RM500 each as well as RM200 for each cage damaged, with the maximum payment at RM2,400. The committee also agreed that they be given a soft loan at 3.73 per cent interest per annum by Bank Pertanian Malaysia (BPM) to restart their fish breeding projects. 

Source: New Straits Times; Feb 7 2005

Bad times over for fishermen of Kuala Kedah 

Just three weeks ago, Kuala Kedah fishermen were doing poor business when the public refused to buy their catches for fear of eating contaminated fish following the tsunami disaster.

http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/Tuesday/National/NST32237042.txt/Article/indexb_html
Source: Bernama.com, January 25, 2005 17:45 PM

Tsunami Turning Point For Modernisation Of Fishermen

SUNGAI PETANI, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- Agriculture and Agro-based Industry Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin Tuesday advised fishermen to use the opportunities of the post-tsunami period to progress from traditional to modern fishermen, including caged-fish breeders.  He said the government would help them in this endeavour by relaxing conditions for loans from the Fishermen's Fund, such as doubling the quantum of loan to RM50,000.

http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v3/news_lite.php?id=116117
Sri Lanka

M2 Communications Ltd; February 3, 2005

HEADLINE: UN: Sri Lankan fisher folk receive first donation from FAO's recovery programme following tsunami

The first of a $380,000 consignment of boat repair kits to help restore the livelihoods of thousands of Sri Lankan fishermen was handed over to the country's fisheries minister Chandrasena Wijesinghe today.   A number of donor governments and agencies, such as Japan, Norway, Belgium, United Kingdom, Italy, the European Union, the European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO) and the German Government via GTZ, have channelled their funding assistance through the FAO for the emergency rehabilitation of the fisheries sector.    The repair kits will go to boatyards set up around the country by the Sri Lankan Government to repair those vessels salvaged by the surviving fishermen.  More than 7,500 Sri Lankan fishermen were killed by the tsunami and thousands of boats destroyed.    "Our concern is not to reproduce the problems of overfishing and wastage of the past. Our aim is to help create a new, sustainable fishing industry in close cooperation and coordination with the Government and local people", said Mr.  Gence.   Capital investments are also badly needed for the repair or reconstruction of industry infrastructures and public and private utilities such as ice facilities, fish landing ports, roads and the recreation of markets for Sri Lankan fish both, domestically and abroad.   In order to ensure that all external aid is appropriately used for the entire benefit of the affected communities, with proper accountability and transparency, and to avoid duplication of efforts by the different agencies involved, the FAO and the Sri Lankan fisheries ministry have established a joint working group to coordinate the relief effort for the industry.  

FAO's photo library offers hi-quality images free of charge.
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AFX News Limited; February 4, 2005 Friday

HEADLINE: FAO releases 12.9 mln eur in aid for Sri Lanka fishing industry

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has released 12.9 mln eur in aid for Sri Lanka's fishing industry, which was devastated by the tsunami disaster on Dec 26.    The United Nations' food agency said more than 7,500 Sri Lankan fishermen were killed by the earthquake-generated tidal wave, which also destroyed 80 pct of the country's fishing boats.   Equipment to repair the fishing fleet will be distributed all around the island nation by the government in Colombo so that the surviving fishermen could fix their damaged boats.    The equipment provided by the FAO will include fishing nets and outboard motors. The organization also said boats that disappeared in the tsunami disaster will be replaced.   The FAO will also provide the necessary technical assistance to rebuild the fishing industry's freezers, collection centers and commercial markets, as well as repair the ports and anchorages. For more information and to contact AFX: www.afxnews.com and www.afxpress.com

M2 Presswire; February 2, 2005

HEADLINE: WORLD BANK: Sri Lanka needs US$1.5 billion for tsunami recovery and reconstruction; ADB, JBIC and World Bank publish damage and needs assessment

COLOMBO - Sri Lanka will need approximately US$ 1.5 billion to effectively implement a recovery and reconstruction strategy according to a preliminary damage and needs assessment released today by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Japan Bank for International Cooperation(JBIC) and the World Bank. "The human impact has been even more staggering than the damage to infrastructure," said Alessandro Pio, Country Director of the ADB. Reconstruction efforts must be very sensitive to this human dimension, and do everything possible to help restore communities, mitigate the psychological, emotional and economic loss and restore hope, while working to rebuild shelter and physical infrastructure." The Eastern part of the country, the population of which was already vulnerable due to civil conflict, was hit particularly hard with well over 40 percent of the total damage. The Galle District was also very heavily impacted, and close to 30 percent of the financing needs under either definition are in the Southern Province. The North sustained about 20 percent of the damage. A detailed breakdown by region and district of the estimated financing needs, including all sectors, is provided in the following charts. The affected provinces constitute 26 percent of the population, with disproportionate numbers of people already living below the poverty line. The report stressed the need for strong monitoring, transparency and accountability to ensure that the millions of dollars of external assistance reach their intended sources and are utilized efficiently. It was imperative that all key stakeholders in this: the Government, the international community, civil society and the LTTE, agree upon a transparent monitoring and accounting system for all the resources that will be deployed in the reconstruction effort. The assessment identified the guiding principles for the recovery and reconstruction strategy as:  *The allocation of resources both domestic and international should be strictly guided by the identified needs and local priorities, without discrimination on the basis of political, religious, ethnic or gender considerations.   *Reconstruction activities are carried out by the appropriate level of government, with an emphasis on decentralization where feasible;  *Communities are empowered to make their own decisions during recovery;  *Communication and transparency are present in decision-making and implementation;   *Reconstruction avoids rebuilding existing vulnerability to natural hazards; and   *A coordinated approach is used to prevent duplication in activities.  To translate the principles into reality, the assessment team recommended a vigorous process of public consultation, a communications program, and the development of district-based reconstruction plans for the affected areas.  All three lead institutions have already indicated high levels of financial commitment to Sri Lanka to address the emergency, amounting to some US$500 million for the short term.

Full text of the assessment is available at:

The Asian Development Bank: - http://www.adb.org/tsunami
The Japan Bank for International Cooperation: http://www.jbic.go.jp
The World Bank:  http://www.worldbank.org/tsunami
http://www.worldbank.org/srilanka
India

Kasturi & Sons Ltd (KSL); January 30, 2005

HEADLINE: RS. 395 CRORES MORE FOR RELIEF TO FISHERMEN

With the Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, announcing additional financial relief to the tune of Rs.395 crores for repairing and replacing damaged boats and nets today, the package for the restoration of the livelihood of the tsunami-hit fishermen has risen to Rs.461 crores. The Centre announced a package of Rs.2,731.04 crores for Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Pondicherry. A rehabilitation programme for the fisherfolk is one of the main components.  Even before the Centre announced its relief scheme, the State Government had come out with a package of Rs.65 crores for fishermen on December 28 last, Ms.  Jayalalithaa said. Assistance for livelihood restoration was being disbursed. Fishermen could replace fully damaged catamarans with new wooden or fibreglass catamarans. The Government would provide a Rs.32,000-subsidy for every fisherman towards the cost of the catamaran and the net. Those whose wooden catamarans were damaged could avail themselves of a subsidy of Rs.52,500, which was 35 per cent of the total cost of Rs.1.5 lakhs for a fibreglass catamaran, an outboard motor and a net. A similar subsidy would be given for the purchase of new wooden and fibreglass vallams' along with outboard motors and nets. For replacing fully-damaged mechanised boats, a 35 per cent subsidy with a ceiling of Rs.5 lakhs would be given. Recalling the package announced earlier for repairs to catamarans and vallams,' Ms. Jayalalithaa said the quantum was raised from Rs.5000 to 10,000 a unit following representations from the fisherfolk. For repairing partly-damaged mechanised boats, 60 per cent of the cost would be given as subsidy with a ceiling of Rs. 3 lakhs. The Centre promised disbursal of the loan component of the financial assistance through banks at 5 per cent interest. There would be a moratorium of 18 months and the payment would be spread over seven years. Ms. Jayalalithaa said she had already demanded that the Centre subsidise the entire expenditure on restoration of the livelihood of fishermen so that they would be relieved of the debt burden. Xinhua News Agency.

HT Media Ltd.; January 29, 2005 Saturday  9:48 AM  EST

HEADLINE: Public sector banks to disburse tsunami package

New Delhi, Jan. 29 -- Finance Minister P. Chidambaram Saturday directed all public sector banks to start accepting applications for tsunami rehabilitation from fishermen beginning Feb 1 and dispose them within 48 hours.  The directive follows his meeting Friday with the chiefs of public sector banks to discuss ways to implement the Rs.27.31 billion ($600 million) package for Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala approved by the government.  The minister said chairmen and managing directors of public sector banks had been advised to station a senior officer in the affected areas to ensure that the disbursal of subsidy-cum-loan was smooth, speedy and efficient.  One of the main components of the rehabilitation programme approved this month is directed at helping fishermen acquire fishing vessels and nets so that they resume their livelihood.  The main components of the rehabilitation package for fishermen are:

  -- For purchase of boats with motors and net, assistance up to Rs.150,000 with 35 percent subsidy and the balance 65 percent as loan.

  --For mechanised boats, assistance up to Rs.2 million, with 35 percent subsidy with a ceiling of Rs.500,000 and the balance 65 percent as loan.

  --For repair of boats, a subsidy of 60 percent with a ceiling of Rs.300,000 and the balance 40 percent as loan.

  --In each of these cases, the loan will bear an interest of seven percent with the interest subsidy of two percent in the case of regular payment by the borrower.

  --There will be a moratorium of one-and-a-half years and the repayment period will be spread over seven years thereafter.

The Daily Telegraph (Sydney, Australia); February 10, 2005 Thursday

HEADLINE: A proud people prefer rubble to relocation

"This is our land, it has been our land for years, handed down from generation to generation," said Subki Basyah, the chief of Meunasah Tuha, the once prosperous fishing village where the makeshift mosque now stands. "It is very important we stay here, not in some government barracks far from the sea." Like many of those who lived through the disaster, Mr Basyah and his villagers fear that authorities will use the barrack relocation centres as a means of controlling people and dispossessing them of their ancestral land. The government said it would not let people rebuild their homes close to the shoreline, to prevent a repeat of the carnage in the event of another natural disaster. For communities such as Meunasah Tuha, which lost all but 228 of a population of 1400, there is a fear that they will be relocated so far inland they will no longer have good access to their livelihood, the tuna-rich fishing grounds of the Indian Ocean.

The Christian Science Publishing Society; February 3, 2005, Thursday

HEADLINE: After tsunami, fishermen enter a new sea

Eight fishermen have just landed from two fiberglass boats. They've been going out fishing for the past week. Today's catch was paltry: one skate. They say they decided to go out because they didn't get any "tsunami money" and had to make ends meet. All along India's tsunami-damaged coastline, fishermen are beginning to return to the sea. Many would prefer to ply a different trade, but know no other work. Tamil Nadu state is the chief contributor to India's fishing industry, accounting for $ 6.9 billion in sales. For these men, stepping into a boat is key to getting back on their feet. The reason fishing has been so bad is a topic of much speculation. "The fish have moved to the bottom of the sea," says Mr. Jalendran. His nephew, C. Velu, who works as a sign painter, has a different take: "The chemicals used to disinfect the area have seeped into the sea and killed the fish" According to P. Ravichandran, director of the Central Institute of Brackishwater Aquaculture in Madras high concentrations of disinfectants can kill fish. But, in his view, any disinfectant would have become very diluted in the ocean. Mr. Ravichandran doesn't rule out changes in the sea. "If the bottom has changed, maybe then the fish have shifted and recolonized. They may come back after things settle." Catamarans are easy to build because all they need are a few logs tied together. For this reason, they are also more treacherous. But fishermen are driven by their immediate needs. "Hunger," is K. Jaykumar's motivation, he says.  "At least we'll get 50 to 100 rupees per day if we go out," he adds, shoving his catamaran to the sea. R. Sathyadas, an economist at the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute in Cochin, says that even before the tsunami, fish exports were declining due to the WTO and other factors. "The tsunami will aggravate the situation," he says. Dasnavis Fernando, chairman of Victoria Marine and Aqua Exports, has a different view. He says pre-tsunami factors could have only contributed to a "marginal fall." "Export from marine fishing has gone down 95 percent after the tsunami. It's likely to pick up in a month," says Mr. Fernando. "In five to six months, there will be recovery."

Regional

The Independent (London); February 10, 2005, Thursday

AID, RENEWAL AND THE STRUGGLE FOR RECOVERY IN REGIONS AFFLICTED BY THE TSUNAMI

Aid has poured into the region from around the world, but there are already allegations that it is not reaching the places where it is most urgently needed.  Rivalry has broken out between donors, governments have been charged with corruption, and in some communities there are signs of tension between those receiving help and those denied it. Two thirds of the 4,700-strong population of Mirissa, a fishing village and tourist resort, suffered loss of life, property or livelihood as a result of the tsunami. Thanks to a combination of efforts by individuals, small charities and major aid organisations, Mirissa is starting to get back on its feet. There is great potential for the cash to be wasted or, worse, to foster division. Small charities have sprung up in the devastated regions, often set up by well-intentioned foreigners frustrated by the bureaucracy of the major aid organisations and determined to use their local knowledge to provide immediate help. Already, however, there is evidence of overlap among the projects being sponsored by donors, and of an urgent need for co-ordination. In Sri Lanka, for example, many of those who suffered directly from the tsunami lived within 100 yards of the shore. But those living further away are equally poor, and feel aggrieved when they see neighbours benefiting from the mass of aid flowing in. A major blight on the recovery effort in Sri Lanka is a government decree that there must be no rebuilding within 100 yards of the shore, partly to preserve a green coastal belt and partly to protect against a future tsunami. No mention has been made of compensation for those who will lose valuable land, or of where the displaced communities will be sited. The decree is paralysing renewal and breeding suspicion. There are also signs that the speed with which people have returned to their own homes, to patch them up as temporary shelters or camp on their former site, has taken aid organisations by surprise. The big charities do not normally begin rehabilitation work until the sixth month after a disaster, but they now acknowledge that the start may have to brought forward. Spending is split, with 40 per cent earmarked for emergency relief and 60 per cent for long-term rehabilitation. Given the vast sums donated - £260m in the UK alone - the amount allocated to rehabilitation must be increased. Experience shows that where money is given to small charities set up overnight without experience of working in disaster areas, it is usually wasted. For solutions to work, care must be taken to consult the recipients and enlist their support.  It is better that things should be done slowly and right than quickly and wrong.

AScribe Newswire; February 3, 2005 Thursday

HEADLINE: Global Fund for Women Responds to Tsunami, Awards Over $50,000 Directly to Women's Organizations

In a show of solidarity and support to the thousands of people who lost loved ones, livelihoods and security as a result of the tsunami, the Global Fund for Women has reached out to all the women's rights organizations it supports in the affected region and has moved swiftly to award grants to several of its grantees.  Grantees to receive funds are:

- Centre for Environment & Development, Godavary, India -- supporting income generating activities and distributing safe drinking water, food and basic medical supplies to over 300 fisherwomen and their families.

- Indira Female Peer Educators Collective, Chennai, India -- providing much-needed basic necessities and trauma counseling to women disproportionately affected by the lack of resources and shelter in Chennai.

- Siyath Foundation, Colombo, Sri Lanka -- empowering craftswomen in the coastal fishing communities of Sri Lanka's southern coastal belt, a region devastated by the tsunami.

- Association of War Affected Women, Anniewatta, Sri Lanka -- reconstructing houses, toilets and medical facilities for women widowed by Sri Lanka's civil war, now victims of the tsunami.

Additional grants are pending.  CONTACT: Jennine Meyer, 914-833-7093; jmeyer@douglasgould.com or Maria McKee, 415-202-7640; maria@globalfundforowmen.org
International

Associated Press; February 7, 2005 Monday

HEADLINE: U.N.: Little more than a third of government-pledged money for tsunami relief has been given

While the U.N. appeal of US$977 million ([euro]761 million) has been largely met with written commitments, only US$360 million ([euro]280 million) has been donated, said Margareta Wahlstrom, special envoy of U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan. Despite the unprecented outpouring of promises of help in the disaster's wake, bureaucratic regulations and government earmarking have made it difficult to transform pledges into money readily accessible, she said. The problem is that while government pledges may be confirmed, there may be still be a significant time lapse before countries can come up with the money, said Elisabeth Byrs, spokeswoman for the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. Byrs said that while not all of the money had been converted into cash, the global body is not currently short of the funds it needs to maintain its humanitarian operations. Wahlstrom said that programs for temporary housing and the reconstruction of local industries have only been funded between 35 and 50 percent, while some relief programs have received even more money than the U.N. appeal asked for. "(Governments) are very generous classically with food, health, and children, but they are very slow in filling us up on livelihoods and shelter," she said.

Advice on Assessment

Indian Express; February 4, 2005

HEADLINE: RAIN WILL WASH AWAY TSUNAMI SALTS

If the tsunami left behind huge deposits of salt and other farmer-unfriendly debris on the Indian coast, the bulk of the clean-up operation in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh will have to be left to the discretion of yet another natural force: rain. On its part, the government is putting in place an action plan to deal with the salt deposits, based on the findings of the survey teams sent by the Central Soil Salinity Research Institute and the Indian Council for Agricultural Research to the affected states as also the Andaman and Nicobar islands. Officials said the teams studied the nature and composition of deposits-largely iron and aluminium Huge tracts of coastal land were affected by the tsunami, with the seawater, in some cases, travelling as far as 10 km inland. All this land is now unfit for regular cultivation. "The rehabilitation emphasis is four-fold: psychological, ecological, agronomical and livelihood rehab.'' Much of the work, however, is dependent on rain-particularly monsoon rains-which will help leach out the salt and eventually carry it back to the sea. Tamil Nadu might have a longer wait than other affected states, because most of its rain comes from the North-East monsoon in late-September. "Rainwater is our best bet for leaching out the salt from the soil.'' But with the rains still half a year away, the government is currently concentrating on providing sustainable alternatives to farmers whose lands were flooded with seawater. "It is an indication of the research of our agricultural scientists and their practical experience that an action plan is already in the making for the tsunami-hit farmers,'' says Swaminathan. Among the long-term protection plans are a bio-shield of salt water-tolerant plants, such as coconut, palms, some varieties of rice and mangroves.  

Advice Planning

Sun Media Corporation; February 5, 2005 Saturday

HEADLINE: TSUNAMI SURVIVORS ARE GIVEN JOBS

Tens of thousands of Indonesian tsunami survivors will be given $5-a-day jobs cleaning up the disaster's debris, the United Nations said Friday, offering a temporary income to people whose livelihoods were swept away along with their homes. The relief operation struck a snag on the other side of the tsunami zone, however, where the Sri Lankan government suspended three village officials in charge of aid deliveries for abusing their positions, and said it was investigating 10 other cases of possible misappropriation. Governments and international and private aid groups were reassessing their operations to help more than one million people left in need by the Dec. 26 earthquake and tsunami as the U.S. military began scaling down its emergency relief effort, and other nations' forces prepared to follow suit.

Kasturi & Sons Ltd (KSL); February 3, 2005

HEADLINE: FISHERMEN WANT GRANT, NOT LOAN

Fishermen's associations in the State are in no mood to accept the loan-cum-subsidy package being offered by the Centre as part of the tsunami rehabilitation programme. They want only a full grant from the Government, be it the Centre or the State, to enable them to resume fishing.  Parts of Cuddalore, Nagapattinam and Kanyakumari districts, the fishermen lost most of their catamarans and boats. Non-official estimates have it that only seven boats in Nagapattinam survived the December 26 tsunami. The proposed soft loans, with a moratorium of 18 months and a long repayment period stretching over seven years did not appeal to them. It did not want the members to undergo the rigours of fulfilling the cumbersome procedures, involving submission of applications along with quotations (for boats and nets) for the release of funds. It noted that the Union Territory of Pondicherry had sanctioned a grant to the damaged boats as follows: Rs. 4.5 lakhs each for mechanised boats, Rs. 1.75 lakhs each for the fibre-reinforced boats with inboard engines, and Rs. 1 lakh each for boats with outboard engines. It had expressed its readiness to accept lesser amount, but a reasonable one at that. Anyway, it wanted hard cash to be disbursed to the fishermen to carry out repair to the boats without delay.

February 3, 2005 Thursday

HEADLINE: Livelihood rehabilitation scheme launched

Mata Amritanandamayi Math Thursday launched a USD 22 million livelihood rehabilitation scheme for tsunami-affected fishermen in southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Sri Lanka. The scheme included a provision of monthly pension for widows called "Amrita Nidhi", employment of women educated upto 10th standard as nursing assistants, tution fees for college students and a children's home to take care of orphans, Brahmachari Abhayamrita Chaitanya, Chief Operating Officer, Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, told reporters here. The Math also planned to employ women/widows, who had lost their children and were educated at least upto eighth standard, as foster mothers in the Children's Home to be started soon. Brahmachari said the Math proposed to form Self-Help Groups (SHGs) among men and provide them with engine-fitted fibre boats with fishing nets in all the villages selected for permanent rehabilitation. The SHGs among women would be trained in vocational skills like embroidery, sewing, candle-making and toy-making.

Toronto Star Newspapers, Ltd.; February 2, 2005 Wednesday

HEADLINE: Indonesia plans to create 50,000 jobs for tsunami survivors

Indonesia is to launch a drive to create up to 50,000 jobs for tsunami survivors in the Aceh province, Antara news agency quoted Manpower Minister Fahmi Idris as saying.  The minister said labour-intensive projects will begin in 100 locations in Aceh and adjacent North Sumatra province, which bore the brunt of the disaster.  The ministry will also employ volunteers to provide psychological, religious and social counselling for survivors in the two provinces.  Some 400,000 people were left without homes by the disaster, believed to have killed more than 237,000 Indonesians.  Many people had their livelihoods destroyed by the waves, which swept away huge swathes of coastline, demolishing boats, fish farms and docksides and contaminating arable. For more information and to contact AFX: www.afxnews.com and

www.afxpress.com
